
THE CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

between Bride and Groom
Location: Madison, WI

Celebrated by Sara Goodman 

THE OPENING STATEMENT

 Today we joyfully acknowledge the decision of these two people, Wedding couple, to share their lives in marriage. It is wonderful that you are here, for what each of them brings to this commitment has roots in the love, friendship, and guidance which you have given them. What each will find in their life together, and give to it and to others, will owe much to the warmth and richness of welcome which you provide as the environment of their wedding.

 

Marriage is not to be entered into lightly, but with certainty, mutual respect, and a sense of reverence which enhances beauty, joy and sharing. Love can be one of the highest experiences that comes to a person. At its best it reduces our selfishness, deepens our personalities, and makes life far more meaningful. The essence of their commitment is the discovery of each other as lover, companion, and friend.

 

But two people in love do not live in isolation from the wider embraces of humanity.  To achieve love is not to be absolved of social responsibility.  So it is that the institution of marriage is ordained as a public recognition of both partners to its greatest purposes.

Yet this closeness should not diminish but strengthen the individuality of each partner.  Marriage symbolizes the intimacy between can create a partnership which will strengthen both and give new hope and strength to all who love you.

 

NAMING
Weddings are a time for gathering of family and friends.
Marriage ceremonies often also remind us of the absence of someone whose time spent with us on earth was too brief.
Bride and Groom have asked us to take a moment to think of those friends who are not here with us today physically, but whose presence is reflected in the hearts of those here gathered:
When I ring the bell, we’ll take a moment of silence to think of those who couldn’t be here on this special day. 

  

THE READING

Bride’s Aunt, will read "Sonnet from the Portuguese” by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height

My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight

For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.

I love thee to the level of everyday’s

Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.

I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;

I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.

I love thee with the passion put to use

In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.

I love thee with a love I seemed to lose

With my lost saints, - I love thee with the breath,

Smiles, tears, of all my life! – and, if God choose,

I shall but love thee better after death.

- Elizabeth Barrett Browning

THE QUESTION TO THE COUPLE

 Bride and Groom at this point in your relationship, are you prepared to give yourselves to one another in marriage? If so, say, “I am.”

Together: I am.

 

Groom and Bride, do you come in freedom, and without reservation, to give yourselves to each other in marriage? If so, say, “I do.”

Together: I do.

THE CHARGE TO THE COUPLE

Bride and Groom, today you are taking upon yourselves the potential of a great love already real between you. It is no casual thing to have entered into the inmost life of another person. To make the commitment of love is to risk the pain of grief. And so, with this commitment and this risk, you are venturing forth with all the hope two persons can muster. Together you will discover the depths of life. No matter what happens when you are happy or sad, hopeful or discouraged, close together or far apart, may you always be there for each other. And we, your friends who share this day with you, we will we be there too, if you need us.
Groom and Bride come to this union with open hearts and joy in each other. Their shared passion for creativity, color, and humor drew them to each other, and we all benefit from the way their lives have been enhanced by each other. When they first saw each other, they found it easy to be in each other’s presence, admiring each other’s fashion sense, but more importantly, the kindness and warmth they saw in each other.
These two people chose to join their lives together, and have had many good times together already, moving in together with their two senior citizen cats Goosey and Miss Bob, lots of shared laughter, some impromptu living room dances, and a shared love of silliness. Along with joy, they have experienced some challenges. They’ve worked together to overcome shyness and loneliness, and together they made a vacation in Portland out of a long flight delay. 
Clearly, together they have the ability to make the best out of not-so-great situations. May you take this skill with you into your upcoming move “out west” and in the many years together to come. May you keep feeling and showing enthusiasm to see each other at the end of the day, sharing the less desirable responsibilities like driving long distances, and continue to show each other patience and empathy when the hard things come up. Never forget that shared laughter brought you together and will be an important part of your continuing love.
May you continue to know great love and laughter together, and may you live in the desire to lift up that which is best in each of you, and remember that you live more richly because of the other. May you strengthen one another in all sorrow, share with one another in all gladness, and be companions to each other in times of the silent and unspoken.
 May your home help to make the world more homelike; and should you find yourselves lost in a maze of circumstance, may you both find a way back to the tenderness and beauty of your life together. Wherever you may find yourself through changing fortunes, may you be united by the presence in your hearts of deepening love. May the blessings that come to those who truly love come also to you, and fill you with love's grace, both now and forever.
THE EXCHANGE OF VOWS 
Now Bride and Groom will exchange the vows they have written. 

THE RING CEREMONY

 The circle is the symbol of the sun and the earth and the universe, of wholeness and perfection and peace. 

 

The ring, the closed circle, the continuous circuit, is now to be worn as a constant reminder of this couple's, desire to attain and maintain that constant flow between the heart and the mind, between innocence and experience. 

 

Made of precious metals to remind you, as long as you wear them,

That you have chosen each other as precious and holy objects of your love.

 

Groom, please take Bride’s ring and place it on her finger repeating after me:

 

Groom:  With this ring, I unite with you in marriage, and pledge you my faithful love.

 

Bride please take Groom’s ring and place it on her finger repeating after me:

 

Bride:  With this ring, I unite with you in marriage, and pledge you my faithful love. 

  

May these rings remind you forever that you are loved by one another.
Rings alone do not a marriage make.
 

May your tone, inflection, words, affection, and support strive to reflect what these rings symbolize. May these rings be forever the symbol of the unbroken circle of love. 

 

Love, freely given, has no beginning and no ending. 

Love, freely given, has no giver and no receiver, for each is the giver and each the receiver. 

 

May these rings remind you always of the vows you have taken here today.
THE PRAYER

Spirit of life (and love),
May Bride and Groom, now joined in marriage, have the courage and hope to maintain the promises they have made to each other this day. May they be a blessing and a comfort to each other, sharing in each other's joys, and consoling in each other's sorrows. May they encourage each other in whatever they set out to achieve, trusting each other, and trusting in life to guide them. May they find that the fun and affection they share between each other spill out into the world and into those who surround them, especially those assembled this day,
 In the name of love and all that is holy… amen. 

THE PRONOUNCEMENT  

This marriage is an event in the lifetime of a love. Neither the church nor the state, neither society nor I can join these two today. Only they could do what they have chosen to do.

 

Since Groom and Bride have consented together in wedlock, have witnessed the same before these families, and have declared the same by giving and receiving of rings and the joining of hands, by the power vested in me by the state of Wisconsin, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

Now, to seal the covenant that you have made here today, You may now kiss the bride!

 

THE BLESSING 

We who are here present, and those who are absent but thinking of these two people, we hope that the inspiration of this time will not be forgotten. May they continue to love one another forever! 

Go, and be blessed, and be a blessing.

 

Let me be the first to present to you the happy couple!
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