A Ritual for Leaving & Coming Out
I. Gathering in the Narthex: A Time to Gather Stones Together
- Prelude/Gathering Music (CHANDA)  
- Welcome Words & Instructions (JONAH)
- Silent Meditation
- "Come Come Whoever You Are" (CHANDA, ASHLEY, SARA) 
 II. Leaving & Coming Out: The Transition of the Ritual Move to the Quad, circle around the water. Break into parts for the song.
III. Gathered in the Quad: A Time to Cast Away Stones
- Gathering Words/Prayer (Will)
- Call & Response Based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 (CHANDA)
- Casting off of Stones & Poem (SARA) Now is the time to cast off –sometimes we cast off that which holds us close. We honor those losses. In this moment, though, we choose to cast off that which holds us back. Hear these words while you hold your rock close for a moment, then cast it into the water, letting go of what holds you back. 
“Let’s set it all down, you and me.
The disappointments.
Little and large.
Let’s open our fists and drop them.
The useless waiting.
The obsession with what we cannot have.
The focus on foolish things. 
The pin-wheeling worry which wears us out.
The fretting.
Lets throw them down.
The comparisons of ourselves with others.
The competition, as if Domination was the best name we could give to God.
The cynical assumptions.
The unspoken, shelved anger.
Let’s toss them.
The inarticulate suspicions.
The self doubt.
The pre-emptive self dumping.
The numbing bouts of self pity.
Let’s sink them all like stones.
Like stones in the pool of this gift of silence.
Lets drop them like hot rocks
Into cool silence.
And when they’re gone, 
lets lay back gently, and float, 
float on the calm surface of the silence.
Let’s be supported in this cradle of the world, new born, ready for anything.”
- Coming Together and Turning Out (SARA) This community has been pivotal in our formation, come join hands to honor our connections – right over left. Soon we will be heading in different directions, facing the world with the gifts that we have gathered here, and keeping our fond memories in our hearts. (turn out)
- Benediction (ASHLEY) 
